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    SPIRITUAL GIFTS 

   LESSON 1 

God's Enablement to Do Your Part Serving God Effectively. 

Ephesians 4:16 – from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint 
supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth 
of the body for the edifying of itself in love. 

Since everybody has a part in serving God, it's important to learn about God's enablement for us to do 
our part -- spiritual gifts. 

Understanding Spiritual Gifts as God's Enablement 
Spiritual Gifts, given by the Holy Spirit, are God's enablement for believers to do their part. Written in 
the context of spiritual gifting, Ephesians 4:16 lets us know that each and every Christian has an 
important part in the growth of the Body. -- Serving one another through the use of our gifts is not 
optional. 

Discovering Your Spiritual Gifts to Do Your Part 
Since there is a limit on the time we can serve, we need to structure our ministries around giftedness 
for maximum effectiveness. Knowing how we are spiritually gifted will help us identify where to put our 
focus, energy, and time. It will show us where we should plug in to ministry to do our part in serving 
God. 

Using Giftedness when Serving 
It isn't enough to just learn about gifting. We need to identify ministries that enable us to do our part and 
then look for opportunities to get involved. 

Work your way through this Bible teaching to not only define and identify your spiritual gifts but also to 
develop your gifting and to determine what kinds of ministries to pursue to effectively do your part in 
serving God. 

A Biblical Definition of the Term "Spiritual Gifts" Must Line Up with Bible 
Teaching. 

Although Scripture does not define what a spiritual gift is, the Bible teaches enough on this subject to 
draw an adequate conclusion. 

The following definition brings together some key truths from the Word of God: 

A Spiritual Gift is a special divine empowerment bestowed on each believer by the Holy Spirit to 
accomplish a given ministry God's way according to His grace and discernment to be used 
within the context of the Body of Christ. 
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Break down the definition, read the Scripture verses from which it is derived, and reflect on each part of 
it: 

• Spiritual Gifts according to the Bible a special divine empowerment (I Cor. 12:4-6; I Pet. 4:11)

• Bestowed on each believer (I Cor. 12:7, 18; I Pet. 4:10)

• By the Holy Spirit (I Cor. 12:7-9, 11)

• To be used within the context of the Body of Christ (I Cor. 12:7; Eph. 4:12; I Pet. 4:10)

• To accomplish a given ministry God’s way (I Cor. 12:4-6)

• According to His grace and discernment (Rom. 12:3-6; I Pet. 4:10)

When you operate within this definition, you will see the church 
grow as each member does his/her part according to the Holy 
Spirit's work following God's design and purpose. 

From Him the whole body, joined and held together by every 
supporting ligament grows and builds itself up in love, as each 
part does its work. 
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